
Willerby Carr Lane Primary School - History 

Topic: The Seaside Year: 1 Strand: Changes within living 

memory 
 

What should I already know? 

• Where the seaside is located and the human and 

physical features I would find there.   

• That nothing stays the same; things change with time.  

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

How do 

holidays 

nowadays 

differ from 

those which 

your 

grandparents 

or great 

grandparents 

had?   

 

 

• Words and phrases relating to the passing 

of time eg now, then, past, present, future 

when talking about seaside holidays.    

• Holidays were focused in the UK and many 

people who worked in factories took their 

holiday at the same time hence the saying 

‘factory fortnight’ 

• Many people visited seaside resorts and 

these became popular as it was believed 

the fresh air would be beneficial to health 

and many had a spa’s.  

• Entertainment was focused around the 

beach area (Punch and Judy, sandcastles, 

deck chairs for relaxing, bathing machines) 

• Clothing differed in the past (invention of 

sun cream changed this)  

 

How do 

people travel 

on holiday 

nowadays?  

How did they 

travel to the 

seaside in 

Victorian 

times? 

• In Victorian times people travelled to the 

seaside by steam train.   

• The key form of travel once there was to 

walk; hence entertainment was focused 

within the key areas of the resort.  

• There are a range of different holidays 

nowadays (at home and abroad)  

• Nowadays, travel often involves planes, 

trains, cars and coaches.  

 

Vocabulary 

amusements a roundabout, game machine, etc. for 

providing entertainment at a fairground or 

resort. 

bathing 

machine 

a wheeled hut drawn to the edge of the 

sea, used for changing in and bathing 

from. 

clothing materials you wear which cover your 

body. 

entertainment entertainment is a form of activity that 

holds the attention and interest of an 

audience, or gives pleasure and delight. it 

can be an idea or a task, but is more likely 

to be one of the activities or events that 

have developed over thousands of years 

specifically for the purpose of keeping an 

audience's attention. 

fair a traveling show; having sideshows and 

rides and games of skill etc. 

historical 

source 

 a means of finding information about a 

time period which has passed eg first hand 

experience, photographs, non-fiction 

texts, video footage, interviews, diaries.  

living memory a time that can be remembered by people 

who are still alive.  

modern designed and made using the most recent 

ideas and methods 

occupation an occupation is the job you do to earn 

money.  

past things that have happened. 

pier a platform on pillars projecting from the 

shore into the sea, typically incorporating 

entertainment arcades and places to eat. 

present things that are happening right now.  

promenade a paved public walk, typically one along 

the seafront at a resort. 

seaside resort a resort town or resort village located on 

the coast. 

swimwear an outfit you wear when you are 

swimming. 

time time is the ongoing sequence of events 

taking place. 

transport the means used to travel to the seaside eg 

train, car, coach. 

Victorian relating to, or characteristic of the reign of 

Queen Victoria of England or the art, 

letters, or tastes of her time. 
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Historical Investigations 

• Use a range of sources to learn about the past; photographs, non-fiction texts, interviewing people/personal accounts, 

use of online resources. 

• Sort some pictures into past/present holidays and explain how they know. 

•  

 

 

 

             

 

      


