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·  skim 
·  scan 
·  retrieve 
·  understand 
·  record�

·  draw inferences 
·  deduce word 

meanings 
·  justify with 

evidence�

·  predict and justify with 
evidence 

·  explain and comment on 
the writers’ use of 
language 

·  structure and 
presentation 

·  themes 
·  overall impact on the 

reader�
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·  Is there anything you’ve just read which 

reminds you of something that has happened 
to you, or someone you know? Why? How? 

·  Have you ever…? 
·  Has anyone ever…? 
·  Does that remind you of a time when you…? 
·  Does anyone you know…? 
·  Have you ever seen…? 
·  Has anything like that ever happened…? 
·  When are you most like…? 
·  When do you feel like…? 
·  Which character are you most…? 
·  Do you recognise…? 
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·  Is there anything you’ve just read which 

reminds you of something you’ve read / seen 
on TV or online or at the cinema / a song / a 
play / a show? Why? How? 

·  Where else have you seen…? 
·  Have you read any other…? 
·  Does this remind you of any…? 
·  Is this like a…? 
·  Is this typical of…? 
·  How is this different from…? 
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�������������������������������
�����
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·  But how do we know that…? 
·  Does that remind you of any…? 
·  Are there any other examples of…? 
·  Is there a pattern…? 
·  Does that echo any…? 
·  How is this different from…? 
·  What’s changed in…? 
·  Were there any clues to…? 
·  Might that bit…? 
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·  Is there anything here we don’t understand 

or are puzzled by? 
·  Any questions about…? 
·  What would you ask the…? 
·  What don’t we know about…? 
·  What do we need to know, in order to…? 
·  Is anything missing from? 
·  Is there something that we haven’t…? 
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�������������������
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·  I wonder what…? 
·  What might that mean? 
·  What do you think the writer is saying, when 

they…? 
·  Does this tell us anything about…? 
·  What does that imply / suggest / indicate 

about…? 
·  Is it clear what…? 
·  Can we be sure what…? 
·  Where does the text say…? 
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·  How does the start / middle / ending…? 
·  Is there a pattern in…? 
·  Is there a shape to…? 
·  What do we… first? 
·  Next, how do we…? 
·  Does that remind you of any…? 
·  Does this echo any…? 
·  What changes, as…? 
·  How has the writer built…? 
·  Is there a repeated…? 
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������%������!���������������������
 
·  What might…? 
·  What could…? 
·  Might…? 
·  What might… if...? 
·  What do you guess could…? 
·  What could have led to…? 
·  What might have…? 
·  Any theories about…? 
·  Why do you suppose…? 
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·  What’s your impression of…? 
·  What, to you, is… like? 
·  What do you think happened when…? 
·  Why do you think…? 
·  What will…? 
·  How do you suppose…? 
·  Do you think…? 
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Adapted from Michael Rosen’s Matrix  

by James Durran (North Yorkshire English and Skills) 
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·  What has the writer done to…? 
·  Do you think we are meant to notice…? 
·  What isn’t the writer…? 
·  Who is telling…? 
·  Whose view is…? 
·  How have we been…? 
·  How has the writer built…? 
·  What happened to the story there? 
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·  What do you think the writer is getting at…? 
·  Why do you think the characters said…? 
·  When does the writer show most clearly…? 
·  What, overall, is the effect of…? 
·  What is your favourite…? 
·  What is the most effective…? 
·  How well does…? 
·  What is the most…? 
·  Is there anything you didn’t think…? 

����� � ������ ��
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�
·  Anyone got a new idea about…? 
·  Any comments on what just…? 
·  Any breakthroughs? 
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·  How did you feel when…? 
·  How might that make…? 
·  What feeling does…? 
·  What’s the effect of…? 
·  Which bit make you feel…? 
·  Which part might create…? 
·  Can you describe how you felt when…? 
·  What’s your own reaction to…? 
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·  What do people usually do when…? 
·  Do you know any…? 
·  Anyone had their own…? 
·  When have you…? 
·  Does that remind you of any…? 
·  Has anyone had a…? 
·  Anyone know a story about a…? 
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·  Which part do you…? 
·  What do you remember about…? 
·  What sticks most in your mind about…? 
·  What moment do you remember most from…? 
·  Can you remind us…? 
·  How would you sum up…? 
·  What happened when…? 
·  How did we get to…? 
·  What happened to make…? 
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·  I wonder what makes that sentence…? 
·  What do you notice about…? 
·  In that sentence, how has the writer…? 
·  Where has the writer…? 
·  Which sentences are most…? 
·  Which word makes the…? 
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·  Let’s try… 
·  Let’s listen to how… 
·  If you say that aloud, how…? 
·  Where does it sound most…? 
·  Listen to that bit. How…? 
·  How do the sounds of…? 
·  Is there anything about how the words sound 

that…? 
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·  Can we work out…? 
·  How does … treat…? 
·  Why do you think she…? 
·  How did … talk to…? 
·  What do they seem to think about each 

other? 
·  Which characters seem to…? 
·  Can we work out how … feels about…? 
·  Why do you think … tells …? 
·  How do … and … feel when…? 
·  What do you notice about … and… ? 
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·  How could we show this by…? 
·  What would that look like if…? 
·  What would … say if…? 
·  How might … describe…? 
·  Can you imagine what…? 
·  What would an actor playing…? 
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·  Any comments about…? 
·  How have your feelings about … changed? 
·  How did you used to feel about…? 
·  Does … still make you think…? 
·  Is that the same as when…? 
·  What’s different now about…? 
·  Any thoughts about how … is different…? 
·  How do you feel now about…? 
·  When did you feel most … about…? 
·  At what point did you start to feel…? 
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·  What do you suspect…? 
·  What do you think is likely to…? 
·  How do you think we are meant to…? 
·  Do you think the writer has a plan for…? 
·  How might we be supposed to react when…? 
·  What do you think the writer wants us to…? 
·  What do you suspect the writer is doing 

when…? 
·  What might that word be meant to…? 

5����
���� ��
���'����!��������������!����������������
�������!���)���������������������!�������
���������#������
�!��'����������������������!���
6��'��������������!���!����������������������
������#�!�������������&���&���
 
·  How do you think we might read this 

differently from…? 
·  When this was written, what / how / who 

might…? 
·  What can we guess about where / when this is 

taking place? 
·  What do we need to know about … in order to 

understand…? 
·  Is there anything we know now which…? 
·  Why do you think they felt / thought / 

believed…? 
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·  How do you think that might be important? 
·  What kind of… is…? 
·  Are they typical of any…? 
·  Could it stand for a…? 
·  What does that mean for…? 
·  Does that make us think of any…? 
·  Does anything symbolise…? 
·  Might it represent something else? 
·  What represents…? 
·  Could it be symbolic of something else? 
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