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Handwriting

All parents/carers who have children of compulsory
school age are responsible in law for ensuring that
their children receive an efficient education, “suitable
to their age, ability and aptitude and any special
educational needs which they may have, either by
regular attendance at school or otherwise” (Section
7 Education Act 1996).

Parents have legal duty to ensure that their children
attend school and arrive on time. Regular
attendance and punctuality are essential to the
continuity of learning and academic progress. There
is a strong link between persistent absenteeism and
low attainment. Good attendance and punctuality
are essential life skills to develop from an early age
for life beyond compulsory schooling.

Aims and Objectives

At Willerby Carr Lane Primary School, we aim to
provide high-quality teaching and learning in
handwriting to ensure that all pupils:

 develop afluent, legible, and consistent
handwriting style, inline with the school's
agreed approach

» make steady and measurable progressin
their handwriting development as they move
through school

 are able to transcribe their ideas onto paper
withincreasing fluency and efficiency

« write clearly and confidently acrossall
subjects, applying their handwriting skills
consistently

+ understand and maintain correct posture,
pencil grip, and hand positioning to support
sustained writing

* learntojoinletters appropriately and
consistently as they progress through the key
stages

« take pride in the presentation of their work,
recognising the value of clear, neat
handwriting

+ are more engaged in their learning through
improved fluency and connection to their
written work

* recognise handwriting as a lifelong skill that
supports learning, communication, and
self-expression



Handwriting: Intent

‘“The relevance of teaching good handwriting is sometimes questioned in the modern age where the word processor is
avalued tool. But good teaching of handwriting is just as important in these days of advanced technology as it ever has
been. The need to create things of beauty will never leave the human mind and nothing will ever beat that feeling of
personal triumph when we look at a completed task achieved with our own hands. It is not necessary to judge whether
the word processor or handwriting had the greatest value, because they should exist side by side, in harmony each
being used appropriately.

When taught effectively, handwriting is where children will see the biggest change and fastest improvement in their
work; progress they are able to see, feel and enjoy. Good teaching of handwriting reaps rewards in a very short time
span. It gives children something immediate. Self-esteem and motivation levels rise, influencing children’s attitudes to
learning in other subjects. It also plays a part in their personal development because care, pride, concentration and
perseverance are required qualities.

Good handwriting needs self-discipling, skilland quality teacher input. Good handwriting gives the reader a favourable
impression of the word in front of them before they read the first three words. Children must be taught to present their
work in as careful and attractive a manner as possible.’

- Martin Harvey & Debbie Watson

At Willerby Carr Lane, children are taught how to write with
ease, speed and legibility. Handwriting skills are taught
regularly and systematically throughout the school to
ensure pupils make continuous progress fromEYFS
through to Year 6.

Pupilsin the EYFS are developing their fine motor skills and
developing their familiarity with correct letter formation
continuously across the school week, as part of the
continuous provision and small group work.

From Year 1throughto Year 6, all pupils take partina
dedicated half-hour handwriting lesson each week,
focusing on correct letter formation, consistency and joins
inline with our handwriting progression. These sessions
are designed to develop fluency, control and pride in

% presentation.
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. throughout the week aimed at strengthening the muscles
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help to build the physical stamina and control needed for |_ N
confident, sustained writing across the curriculum.



Handwriting:

Implementation

Child are taught to:

* holdapencil correctly

Children are taught how to use the correct tripod grasp, where
the pencilis held between the index finger and the thumb and
the pencil rests on the middle finger.

« adopt the correct posture when writing (as illustrated below):
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Children who are left handed should reposition the paper the
other way and sit to the left-hand side if seated next to a
right-handed child.

« write fromleft to right and from the top of the page to the
bottom

learn how to correctly formletters before beginning to join
formregularly sized and shaped letters

use regular spacing between letters and words (referred to
as finger spaces across key stage 1)

take pride in the presentation of their writing




The Handwriting Style

and Progression

At Willerby Carr Lane, we believe teaching and learning correct letter formation should be explicitly
taught through regular teaching. Handwriting lessons include the teacher modellinginaclear,
step-by-step way. Letters are grouped together into ‘levels to ensure children are practising and learning
letters that are part of the same letter families.”

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj
Kk LL Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr

Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

EYFS

As children enter school, we focus first on strengthening the muscles in our hands and developing our
fine motor skills. As the year progresses, we learn how each letter is formed and children practise correct
letter formation with a correct tripod grasp. Towards the end of the year, children will be writing words and
short sentences, with letters that are correctly formed, and they should be secure with their pencil grasp.

Key Stage 1

InKey Stage 1, itis vital that children are using the correct pencil grasp and that this is reinforced. Pencil
grips are provided to those who need extra support with this. The focus in Key Stage 1is correct letter
formation of both lower and upper case letters. Children are not taught how to join letters, however if a
child chooses to do so themselves and they are confident with the correct pencil grasp and the correct
printed form, teachers may choose to teach those individual children how to begin joining correctly.

Lower Key Stage 2

Across Years 3 and 4, children are introduced to joining letters. Children are taught which letters not to
join from and are encouraged to practise joining across other subjects. If children need extra practise
with letter formation, they will receive intervention practise outside of class time with either the class
teacher or teaching assistant.

Upper Key Stage 2

Across Years 5 and 6, children begin to develop their own handwriting style. They continue to be taught
correct letter formation and joins, however children may begin developing personal preferences as to
which letters they choose to join, to ensure they are continuing to write with flow and at an appropriate
pace.



The Handwriting Style

and Progression (cont.)

* Level 1: CC, OD, Aﬂ_, ng Qq, Dd

-Level 2: [i, LI, Tt, Kk, Jj

- Level 4: Rr, Nn, Mm, Hh, Pp

- Level 5: Bb, Ee, Ss, Xx, Zz

« Level 3: VU, WW, Ul.l, YH:« FJC
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Letters that do not join:

bpsxz  9J9Y




Handwriting Provision:

Scaffolds, Support and
Motor Development

Support

For children who are struggling with handwriting, including those with SEND, we provide tailored support
to ensure their developmental needs are met. Specific handwriting targets may be added to individual
support plans, identifying areas for focused practice such as letter formation, specific joins, or pencil
control. Short-term interventions may also be introduced, which could include activities to strengthen
hand and wrist muscles, develop fine motor skKills, or support correct letter formation.

Where appropriate, a pencil grip assessment will be carried out to determine which grip would best
support the child's handwriting development. In addition, some pupils may benefit from using line guides,
tracing over dotted letters, or other visual supports to reinforce consistency and control (see examples):
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Fine Motor Skills

Fine motor skills involve small muscles working with the brain and nervous system to control movements
in areas such as the hands and eyes. Developing fine motor skills to strengthen the muscles in children’s
fingers and hands is important in ensuring they are able and ready to write, as well as being able to
manipulate objects such as scissors and cutlery. At Willerby Carr Lane, we ensure we include short
sessions across the teaching week that focus on strengthening these muscles. This may be part of an
artor PE lesson, or it could be a warm-up to activate children's muscles in their hands or eyes. Such

exercises include hand pushes to stabilise shoulders, the ‘lazy 8 to cross the body’s mid-line, wrist circles
to strengthen the wrists or thumb and finger stretches to strengthen muscles.
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Use of Pens

From Year 3 onwards, children will begin to have opportunities to write using a range of pens
during handwriting lessons. This supports their transition from pencil to pen, encouraging
greater control, fluency, and pride in presentation.

As children move into Year 4, these opportunities will be extended across other areas of the
curriculum, at the class teacher’s discretion. Thisis based on a child’s readiness, handwriting
consistency, and their ability to present work neatly and legibly.

In Years 5 and 6, pupils will typically have the option to write in pen across all subjects, with the
exception of maths, provided that they continue to demonstrate a high standard of
presentation and care in their written work. This forms part of our approach to developing
independence, responsibility,and readiness for the next stage of education.

By the end of Key Stage 2, all pupils will have had the opportunity to use a pen regularly in their
written work, helping to build confidence and a sense of ownership over their learning.




Handwriting: Impact

Handwriting is a vital skill that influences
the quality of written communication
across the entire curriculum. At Willerby
Carr Lane Primary School, our aimis for
all children to write with ease, speed,
and legibility, enabling them to express
their ideas clearly and confidently in
every subject.

By the time children leave Year 6 to
begin their secondary education, they
will be secure and confident in their use
of a consistent, cursive handwriting
style. This style should be evident
across all areas of the curriculum,
reflecting high standards of
presentation and pride in their work.

Fluent, joined handwriting allows pupils to focus their cognitive energy onthe
content of their writing, rather than the mechanics of forming letters. This not only
improves the quality of their written outcomes, but also prepares them for the
increased demands of secondary education and life beyond primary school.
Ultimately, our handwriting curriculum aims to equip children with a lifelong skill that
supports both their academic success and their ability to communicate effectively.
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Willerby Carr Lane Primary School,
Carr Lane, Willerby, Hull,

East Riding of Yorkshire,
HU106JT



