


PHYSICAL AND HUMAN PROCESSES 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Describe the changes of 
the seasons according to 
temperature, general 
weather conditions and 
the changing of the 
natural environment 
(flora and fauna) 

Name different types of 
jobs in the local area. 

Identify a range of 
physical and human 
features using basic 
geographical vocabulary. 
(local area, beaches and 
UK countries) 

Understand how beaches 
lead to tourism. 

Describe the physical and 
human features of a 
region. 

Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom . 

Understand what erosion 
is and how it affects 
landscapes. 

Explain how earthquakes 
occur due to the 
movement and collision 
of tectonic plates. 

Explain the effects of 
earthquakes and how 
they can damage a 
location’s community and 
economy. 

Understand how 
earthquakes have led to 
the development of 
infrastructure in 
earthquake-prone areas. 

Understand how everyday 
actions can help reduce 
waste, save energy and 
make the world more 
sustainable. 

Explain the various ways 
that mountains and 
volcanoes form. 
Explain how physical 
features of a landscape 
influence where 
settlements have 
developed and how land 
is used. 

Describe and explain the 
key features of different 
types of settlements and 
draw comparisons. 

Explain how mountains 
around the world can be 
used to promote tourism.  

Explain the impact 
volcanic eruptions can 
have on communities. 

Understand some ways in 
which Hull and the UK 
have changed over time. 

Describe the difference 
between renewable and 
non-renewable sources of 
energy. 

Understand how energy 
use in settlements has 
changed over time and 
the responsibility of 
humans for sustainable 
energy in the future. 

Describe and explain the 
key physical features of 
the 6 main climate zones. 

Understand the processes 
of the water cycle. 
Identify features of a river 
and some ways in which 
they shape the land. 
Explain how waterways 
and ports are used for the 
transport of goods within 
a country and across the 
wider world. 
Understand how water 
can be used as a 
renewable energy source. 

Understand how a 
country’s natural 
resources boost their 
trade opportunities. 

Understand the impact of 
pollution on the planet. 

Understand that natural 
resources such as energy, 
food, minerals and water 
are distributed in different 
parts of the world. 

Describe and explain the 
different types of forests 
across the world. 

Describe and explain the 
key physical features of 
different biomes and 
vegetation belts. 

Name and describe the 
different layers of the 
rainforest and the fauna 
and flora that live there. 

Understand that natural 
resources such as energy, 
food, minerals and water 
are distributed in different 
parts of the world. 

Understand the concept 
of deforestation and 
describe the effects it has 
upon the planet. 

Know how global 
warming and climate 
change is changing global 
landscapes. 

Understand the concept 
of and importance of 
Fairtrade. 

Understand a range of 
strategies that can be 
used to reduce the 
negative impact that 
humans can have on the 
environment . 



GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS AND FIELDWORK 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Use simple language to 
talk about where I live. (I 
live in Willerby.  I go to 
WCLPS..) 

Use language such as 
near, closer to and further 
to compare locations e.g 
the car park is closer to 
school than the MUGA 
Use an atlas to label the 
seas/oceans surrounding 
the UK. 

Use the four main 
directions on a compass 
to compare the location of 
London landmarks and 
UK countries. 

Read a simple map with 
symbols in a key. 

Draw and label basic 
maps of familiar 
environments. (local 
neighbourhood and 
school grounds) 

Use maps, atlases and 
globes (to locate 
continents and hot and 
cold places) 

Use simple compass 
directions and directional 
language to find and 
compare  locations on a 
world map. 

Use Google Earth and 
Digimap to compare 
continents in terms of 
location, size and 
population. 

Create a simple map and 
use basic symbols in a 
key. 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (to locate 
Europe and its countries.) 

Create maps and plan 
routes, using the 8 points 
of the compass, in the 
local area. 

Use the eight compass 
points to describe where 
countries within Europe 
are in relation other 
countries across the 
world. 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
counties in the UK. 

Use the 8 points of the 
compass to describe the 
location of UK cities. 

Use ordinance survey 
maps and 4 figure grid 
references to explore the 
local area and identify key 
features. 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate and 
compare countries across 
the world. 

Use latitude and 
longitude with four and 
six-figure grid references 
to locate places around 
the world. 

Use time zone maps to 
identify the times in 
locations across the 
world. 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries in South 
America. 

Use Ordnance Survey 
symbols and 6 figure grid 
references. 

Read and calculate 
differences from a scale. 

Use aerial photographs to identify the key features of 
my school. 

Identify similarities and differences between two areas 
and sets of data. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of their school and its grounds and the 
key human and physical features of local and coastal 
areas. 

Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions (e.g. Why 
is it like this? How is it changing? What do you think 
about that? What do you think it might be like if… 
continues?) 

Present findings from fieldwork using graphs/charts 
and explain my findings. 

Use different types of fieldwork to observe, measure 
and record the human and physical features in the 
local area. 

Present findings from fieldwork using appropriate 
terminology, graphs and tables and draw conclusions 
based on evidence. 




