History Progression of Skills

BIG IDEA: SIGNIFICANCE

ENTHUSIASM

KINDNESS

CREATIVITY
RESPECT FRIENDSHIP

ASPIRATION

Why historians give significance to historical people or events.

EYFS

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Make connections
between historical
events and their
impact today.

Give examples of
significant
individuals and
explain what
makes them
important.

Samuel

Pepys is important
because he wrote a
diary about the
Great Fire of
London, which
helps us know what
happened.

Identify significant
individuals and
events from the past
and explain why they
are remembered.

SKi

Florence Nightingale
is remembered
because she helped
make hospitals
cleaner and saved
many soldiers’ lives.

Describe the impact of
significant individuals
and events on people's
lives at the time.

Identify historically
significant people and
events and their
impact and suggest
reasons for their
significance.

LL EXEMPLIFICATION

Boudicca was
significant because she
led a rebellion against
the Romans, which
affected how people

in Britain responded

to Roman rule.

The Anglo-Saxon
invasion is considered
significant because it
changed the culture,
language, and
leadership of Britain.
It had a bigger and
longer-lasting impact
than some other
invasions.

Explain why
particular aspects of
a historical event,
development, society
or person were of
particular
significance.

Athenian democracy
is significant because
it was one of the first
systems where
citizens could vote
on laws and
decisions.

Analyse the
significance of
individuals and events
by considering a
range of factors, such
as their impact,
legacy, and how they
were viewed at the
time and later.

The Battle of Britain
is significant because
it was the first major
military campaign
fought entirely in the
air and marked a
turning pointin
World War Il. At the
time, it boosted
British morale and
stopped Hitler from
invading Britain. Its
legacy continues
today, asiit's
remembered as a
symbol of resilience
and courage. Pilots in
the RAF were seen

as heroes then and
are still honoured
now for their rolein
defending Britain.




BIG IDEA: CHRONOLOGY

How historians secure a timeline of the past and coherent narratives across time.

EYFS

YEAR1

YEAR2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Understand that time
passes in a sequential
order (days

diverse communities. of
the week, times of the
day).

Introduce key historical
vocabulary: "old", "new",
Ilpastll'

Use words relating
to time (old, new,
now, long ago,
then, before, then,
after).

Sequence a few
events, objects or
pieces of information
on a timeline within
the period studied.

Recognise that history
can be divided into
different

periods of time and to
create timelines to
sequence several
events.

Use the terms BCE and
CE, relating to
historical periods.

Place events, objects,
themes, people from a
specific topicon a
timeline using BCE and
CE

SKILL EXEMPLIFICATION

Place key events
from a period of
history on a timeline
relating to one other
period of history.

Develop timelines
accurately and to
scale.

Identify and compare
changes within and
across different
periods.

That toy is old. We
don’t use that
now. | was a baby
before | came to
school. A long time
ago, people didn’t
have cars.

First children
played with
wooden toys, then

First, Mary Seacole
helped people in
Jamaica using her
own medicines.
Then Florence
Nightingale went to
help in the Crimean
War and cleaned the
hospitals.

Next, Mary travelled
to the war too and
looked after soldiers

The Stone Age came
before the Bronze
Age, then the Iron Age
came after.

Timelines go from left
to right to show what
happened first and
last.

Anything before 0 is
BCE and anything
after is CE.

I used BCE to show
Ancient Egyptian
medicine and CE for
things like the Black
Death and Florence
Nightingale.

My timeline shows
how different
civilisations
overlapped and
what was happening
in the world at the
same time.

I can see that people
in Britain were living
in roundhouses
during the same

The Victorians only
lasted 60 years but
the Romans lasted
500 years - so the
Romans take up
more space on my
timeline.

Roman soldiers wore
armour and fought
with swords, but
soldiers in World War

metal ones, and at her hotel. time the Greeks Il had guns and

now we have After the war, were building airplanes

plastic toys and Florence opened a temples and writing

electronic ones. training school for stories.
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BIG IDEA: SIMILARITY AND DIFFERENCE

societies in the same time period .

How historians make judgments about the extent of similarity and difference within or between groups, places or

differences and
changes occurring
within living
memory and a
particular unit of
study.

about the similarities
and differences
between

people, events and
beliefs

within a historical
period.

similarities and
differences between
people, events and
beliefs within a
historical period.

similarities and
differences between
the ways of life of the
people, events &
beliefs of the period of
study.

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6
Identify a few Make simple Make valid statements Describe and suggest Describe and Evaluate similarities
similarities, observations about the main reasons for some explain reasons for and differences in

similarities and
differences
between the ways
of life, events, and
beliefs of people in
a historical period,
considering
different
perspectives.

the ways of life,
events, and beliefs
of peopleina
historical period,
explaining how and
why these varied
between different
groups and how
perspectives
changed over time.

SKILL EXEMPLIFICATION
Cars today are Florence Nightingale, Both the Ancient St. Augustine and St. Greek philosophers like | Inthe 18th and 19th
faster and have Edith Cavell, and Egyptians and Ancient Aidan were both Socrates, Plato, and centuries, many people
seat belts and Mary Seacole all Sumerians created missionaries who helped | Aristotle all wanted to in Britain accepted
screens, but old cars helped sick soldiers number systems to bring Christianity to the | learn about how people | slavery as normal,
didn’t have during wars, but help with trading and Anglo-Saxons. should live, but they had | especially those who
seat belts and they came from building. The Augustine came from different ideas. Socrates | benefited from the
looked different. different places. Egyptians used Rome and worked with | asked questions to help |trade. William
Florence and Edith pictures called kings, but Aidan came people think, Plato Wilberforce believed
were nurses from hieroglyphs, while the from Ireland and helped | talked about perfect slavery was wrong and
Britain, while Mary Sumerians used regular people. They did | ideas, and Aristotle worked to end it. His
Seacole was from wedge-shaped marks similar things, but in studied nature and facts. | views were different
Jamaica. They all called cuneiform different ways because from many at the time,
worked hard to care of where they came but over time, more
for people, but Mary from. people began to agree
also used her own with him.
money to travel and
help soldiers.
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BIG IDEA: CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

How historians make judgements about the nature or pace of change/ similarities across time .

EYFS

YEAR 1

YEAR2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEARS5

YEAR 6

Explore concepts of
"now" and "then"
through stories
and visual aids.

Describe simple changes
and ideas/objects that
remain the same over
time

Describe changes over
timein relation to one or
more of the

substantive concepts .

Make valid statements
about the main
similarities and
differences between
people, events and beliefs
across historical periods.

Describe and suggest
reasons for some
similarities and
differences between the
ways of life of the people,
events & beliefs of the
period of study.

SKILL EXEMPLIFICATION

Describe and explain
reasons for similarities
and differences
between the ways of life,
events, and beliefs of
peoplein a historical
period, considering
different perspectives.

Describe and explain
reasons for similarities
and differences

between the ways of life,
events, and beliefs of
people in a historical
period, considering
different perspectives.

Toys today are often
made of plastic and use
batteries, but toys in the
past were made of wood
or metal. Some toys, like
dolls and balls, have
stayed the same and
children still play with
them.

In the past, there were
fewer rides and more
market stalls with food
and animals at Hull Fair.
Now, there are big
fairground rides and
bright lights. The fair is
still a place where
people come together to
enjoy themselves, but
how

they do it has changed.

Before the Romans
came, peoplein

Britain lived in tribes
and made things by
hand. After the Romans
arrived, they built
straight roads, stone
houses, and brought
new ideas like baths and
writing.

St. Augustine and St.
Aidan were both
missionaries who helped
bring Christianity to the
Anglo-Saxons.
Augustine came from
Rome and worked with
kings, but Aidan came
from Ireland and helped
regular people. They did
similar things, butin
different ways because
of where they came
from.

Greek philosophers like
Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle all wanted to
learn about how people
should live, but they had
different ideas. Socrates
asked questions to help
people think, Plato
talked about perfect
ideas, and Aristotle
studied nature and facts.

In the 18th and 19th
centuries, many people
in Britain accepted
slavery as normal,
especially those who
benefited from the
trade. William
Wilberforce believed
slavery was wrong and
worked to end it. His
views were different
from many at the time,
but over time, more
people began to agree
with him.




BIG IDEA: CAUSE AND EFFECT

How historians make judgments about why an event occurred, or the consequences of an event.

EYFS

YEAR 1

YEAR2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Identify at least one
relevant cause for, and
effect of several events
covered.

The fire started because
the bakery oven was left
burning. Because of the
fire, many houses were
destroyed and people
had to leave their homes

Identify several relevant
causes and effects for

some of the main events.

Comment on the
importance of causes and
effects for some of the key

events and developments.

Explain the causes and
effects of key events and
developments, and why
they were important.

SKILL EXEMPLIFICATION

The fair started to have
new rides because
technology improved
and made machines
safer. Because of these
new rides, more people
came to the fair and it
became more exciting.

The Romans invaded
Britain because they
wanted to take control
of new lands and
resources. As a result,
they built roads and
towns, which helped
people travel and trade
more easily. This
changed how people
lived in Britain .

Scientists like Louis
Pasteur discovered
germs, which caused
diseases. This was
important because
before this, people
didn’t know why
illnesses spread. After
this discovery, doctors
started washing their
hands and hospitals
became cleaner, helping
to save many lives.

Analyse the causes and
effects of key events and
developments, explaining
their significance and how
they connect to wider
historical themes.

The House of Wisdom
was built because
people in Baghdad
wanted to learn more
about science, maths,
and medicine. They
collected and translated
books from other
countries. This helped
share ideas that were
later used in Europe.

Think about the causes
and effects of important
events, explain why they
matter, and understand
different points of view
and how they affected
people over a long time.

The Bloody Code was
created because people
in power wanted to stop
crime by making harsh
punishments, even for
small offences. It
mattered because it
showed how justice was
used to control society.
Poor people often saw it
as unfair, while the
wealthy believed it kept
order. Over time, people
started to see it as too
cruel, which led to
changes in the law.
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BIG IDEA: SOURCES AND INTERPRETATION

How historians use sources to make claims about the past and why historical interpretations are different.

EYFS

YEAR 1

YEAR2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Use stories to find out
about the past.

Begin to understand that
evidence and artefacts
can tell us a story.

Oold toys made from
wood or metal show us
that children in the past
didn’t have plastic toys
like we do today. These
toys help us learn what
life was like for children
long ago.

Find out about the past
using a variety of types of
evidence and different

visitor, audio files,
primary and secondary
sources etc.

Discuss reliability of
photos/ accounts/stories.

sources e.g., photographs,

Distinguish between
different sources and
begin to evaluate their
usefulness.

Explain how historical
artefacts can be used to
help build up a picture of
the past.

Distinguish between
different sources and
begin to evaluate their
usefulness.

Explain how historical
artefacts can be used to
help build up a picture of
the past.

SKILL EXEMPLIFICATION

A photo from a long time
ago shows Hull Fair with
horses and carts, but a
story someone told says
there were rides. We can
talk about which one
might be more true or if
both tell part of the
story. Some things can
be remembered
differently.

The artefacts found at
Sutton Hoo, like the
helmet, shield, and
jewellery, help us
understand that the
Anglo-Saxon person
buried there was rich
and important.

We can learn about King
Alfred from different
sources like old books
written long ago, coins
with his

picture, and stories
passed down. Some
sources, like coins, are
reliable because they
were made at the time.
Other stories might be
less reliable because
they were written many
years later and may
include guesses or
legends.

Compare accounts of the
same event from different
sources considering
difference in perspective
and possible bias.

Some stories about the
Ancient Greek Olympics
come from athletes who
said the games showed
their city’s strength and
honor. Other accounts
from poets or historians
focused on the religious
side or the fairness of
the competitions. These
different views might be
biased because people
wanted to show

their city or beliefs in a
good way.

Evaluate and link sources
to work out how
conclusions have been
made.

By looking at different
sources— like slave
narratives, letters from
abolitionists, and laws
about slavery— we can
understand the harsh
realities enslaved people
faced and how people
fought to end slavery.
Comparing these
sources helps us see why
historians conclude that
slavery was cruel and
why it was important to
abolish it.
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