EYFS Historical beginnings (Understanding the World)

People, Culture and Communities

Identify and discuss family members and roles.
Recognize similarities and differences between
themselves and others (e.g., family traditions,

cultural practices).

Engage with books and resources representing
diverse communities.

Discuss different occupations and community roles
(e.g., firefighter, doctor).

Mame some countries,

Compare different countries or environments using
maps, stories, and pictures.

Participate in cultural celebrations (e.g., Chinese
Mew Year).

Describe features of their own environment and
compare with others globally.

Understand and respect different beliefs and
customs.

Share their own stories of cultural experiences.

The Natural World

Observe and explore immediate environments
(e.g., classroom, garden).

Recognise seasonal changes in nature.

Begin simple classification (e.g., plants, animals,
weather).

Conduct simple investigations (e.g., planting
seeds, observing minibeasts).

Compare different environments (e.g., woodland
vs. urban).

Use basic scientific language (e.g., "grow”,

“change”, “alive”).

Explore complex patterns and changes in nature
(e.g., life cycles).

Discuss environmental care and sustainability.

Use more advanced descriptive vocabulary (e.g.,
“habitat”, "“temperature”, “seasonal”).
Ask simple questions such as What happens if...7

Try things out through hands-on exploration

Past and Present

Talk about personal experiences (e.g., birthdays, family
events).

Explore concepts of "now" and "then" through stories
and visual aids.

Understand that time passes in a sequential order (days
of the week, times of the day).

Introduce key historical vocabulary: "old", "new", "
Compare old and new objects.

Use a simple timeline to sequence events in
children’s own lives e.g. birthdays, starting

school

Mame some significant individuals from the past

Make connections between historical events and their
impact today.

Learning about important events (e.g. celebrations,
traditions, festivals)

, "past”.

v . \\;\{*y i sr S \\:Hy ; A 4 \m‘yy : ' f . \muy ' f . S . \\\,\{& i v ,

LU RO TR SUEE I RO FAR SUEE I ROAR SUEE I RO FAR SUEE - I AR B IS SRS WPAS ATVEE - I
& o v & o v & o ( s L A o ( s N (RN . . [~

; L ¥ i/ S g v ¥ v‘i/' B 3 TN GER R a3 YT IV v 2 AR MY f o L) 510 Qe

R Tk FURYSTC k- S ISP ik ISP Tk TR USTNC rEk AR ATEE I RRNLINC AP

v

il

/¥
\w



History Subject Journey

Autumn ‘ Spring Ssummer
Year 1 Year 1 Year 1
Toys through the decades How has transport changed over time? What was the impact of The Great Fire of London
i o ; S— on Britain?
Children are introduced to history through the study of Building on pupils” understanding of change within living memaory,
change within living memory, building directly on EYFS children extend their thinking further back in time to study st sl o R B 60 TSt E 51
understanding of past and present and simple transport from 200 years ago.

chronology and historical change, moving beyond living
memary to a clearly defined historical event almost 400
years ago. Children explore the causes and consequences of

sequencing of events in their own lives.
They compare early steam-powered transport (c.1800—1850), the

Pupils study toys from the 19605 to the early 21t ‘:E"E"lz";:“e’_: il ‘E?FZ!'?L‘* 1|9th—2h0th ge”t“r"}s'ta”i m‘:'de”:c - the Great Fire of London and examine how it led to lasting
century, comparing these W't_h toys they play with r;-.re : Igzlt:a:”":' r-::lb uat; 2 as_ ten;ge dE;:p ehnsc: r:; ok changes in building materials, town planning, and fire safety.
today. Theyexplore how; matenals, technology, safety, RO SIS FI.E r.cu it .are S e O A They use diaries, paintings, and artefacts to learn how
and popular culture have influenced change over time. inventions drive change. historians find out about the past.
Summer Spring Autumn
Year 2 Year 2 Year 2
: How has Hull Fair changed over time?
How Did Nursing Change During the 19th and 20th Why is Guy Fawkes remembered today?
Centuries?

Building on Year 1 learning about change over time, pupils
apply these concepts to a local history study. Children
explore how Hull Fair has changed since its beginning to
the present day. They use photographs, artefacts, and
interviews to understand how historians find out about the

Building on Year 1 work on significant events, children study the
This unit builds on earlier learning about significant Gunpowder Plot of 1605 as an event beyond living memaory, liking it to
individuals and introduces children to Florence Nightingale, the era of the Great Fire of London.
Mary Seacole, and Edith Cavell. Children compare nursing
during the Crimean War {1850s), World War | {1914-1918], Pupils learn how historians use different sources to find out about the

past.
and maodern healthcare. This unit prepares pupils for K52 past and explore why Guy Fawkes remains significant today. This unit
thematic studies of medicine through time. deepens understanding of historical significance. This unit strengthens understanding of continuity and
change and prepares pupils for comparative histarical
studies.
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Autumn

Year 3
" J

How Did Life in Britain Change from the
Stone Age to the Iron Age?

(c.2,500,000 BCE-43 CE)

Building on K51 chronological understanding, pupils
place the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and lron Age on a
timeline.

Through a detailed study of Skara Brae, children
explore housing, farming, tools, and daily life. This unit
introduces prehistory and the use of archaeological
evidence.

Summer

Year 4

How has medicine changed from the Early
Civilisations to the 21st century?

Children study medicine as a thematic journey through time,
explicitly revisiting and linking pericds previously studied. They
begin with ancient civilisations building on Year 3 work on early

societies, before revisiting Roman medicine and comparing it

with Anglo-Saxon and Viking beliefs. Pupils then explore
Victorian medicing, linking directly to Year 2 learning about

Florence Mightingale and Mary Seacole, before examining the

creation of the NH5 and Medicine 5ans Frontiers. Throughout,
children identify continuity and change, learning how ideas
were passed on, challenged, and improved over time.

‘Wall. Children evaluate primary and secaondary sources
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Spring Summer
Yeal' 3 Year 3
. A
What Did the Romans Do for Britain? What did the Ancient Civilisations have in
(43-410 CE) common?
Building on knowledge of prehistory, children study the (c.3000 BCE)

Roman invasion and occupation of Britain, focusing an In this unit, children broaden their historical

legney: They:explere langteoniimpactssuchias reails; understanding by studying the earliest civilisations and

towns, and law and learn the significance of Hadrian's
g E identifying common features such as early writing, trade,

; A technology, and structures. Children compare societies
and consider reliability and usefulness. i S
across time and place. They use timelines, artefacts, and

written sources to make comparative judgements and

explain similarities and differences.

>
Spring Autumn

Year 4 Year 4
.

Fiise hecl K i Kainge el /g ha-Sciarii SIrOgE e Did the settlement by the Angle-Saxens make

; ?
auer.the Kingdon af England: Britain a better or worse place to live?

793-1066 CE
(c ) (c.450-800 CE)

Following on from the Anglo-5axon unit, children study

Children build directly on Year 3 learning about Roman
the Viking invasions and the long struggle for control of o X v g
) i ) Britain by exploring what changed after the Romans left.
England. They examine raids, settlement in the Danelaw, s .
] e They examine why the Anglo-Saxons, Scots, and Picts
and conflict between Viking and Anglo-Saxaon rulers, it g :
. : fReey came to Britain. Using evidence such as Sutton Hoo and
including Danegeld and the unification of England. ST i X ; SR
; stories like Beowuwlf, children investigate social hierarchy
Children evaluate sources such as poems and artefacts

for reliability.

and daily life. They also explore the spread of Christianity.
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Autumn Spring

Year 5 Year 5

What were the early achievements of the Shang

dynasty? (c.1600-1046 BCE) world? (300 BC to AD 600.)

Children study the Shang Dynasty as an early civilisation. They
learn how people lived, including settlement near rivers, social
structure, and daily life. Children explore early writing through
oracle bones and learn about religion and bronze technology.
They use archaeological evidence to understand how historians

know about the Shang Dynasty. influence.
Summer Spring
Year 6 Year 6

How significant was William Wilberforce in

abolishing the slave trade? point in WW2?

(c.1787-1833) (1939 - 1945)

In this final local history topic, children study the abolition of

Children study World War Il with a focus on the Battle of
the transatlantic slave trade, with a strong local focus on

Britain. They explore the causes of the war, air raids,

William Wilberforce. They learn about the conditions of the evacuation, and life on the home front. A local focus on Hull

slave trade and why abolition was resisted. Children examine

helps children understand how the war affected their
different sources to judge reliability and significance. They

community. Children anzalyse a range of sources and decide
explore the impact of abolition at the time and consider links

to modern slavery today.

whether the Battle of Britain was a turning point in the war.
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How did the Ancient Greeks influence the modern

Children learn about Ancient Greece and place it on a timeline

alongside other civilisations. They explore democracy, daily life,

and the Olympic Games. Children compare ancient Greek ideas
with modern systems and consider which ideas are still
important today. They use evidence to explain long-term

To what extent was the Battle of Britain a turning

Summer

Year 5

Why was the early Islamic civilisation so significant?
(c.900 CE)

In this unit, children study the early Islamic civilisation, focusing
on Baghdad as a centre of learning. They explicitly link back to
Ancient Greece and the Shang Dynasty, exploring how
knowledge and trade was preserved and developed. Pupils
compare Baghdad and London c.900 CE, strengthening
comparative and chronological understanding. This unit
highlights how ideas travel across time and place.

Autumn

Year 6

How has crime and punishment changed through
time?

Children explore how crime and punishment have changed
from Roman times to the present day. They compare Roman,
Anglo-5axon, and Viking laws before examining later changes

in the Stuart and Victorian periods. Children study modern

examples, such as cybercrime, to understand how laws change
in response to society. They use timelines to identify continuity
and change across periods.




