
EYFS Historical beginnings (Understanding the World) 

People, Culture and Communities The Natural World Past and Present 

I dentify and discuss family members and roles. Observe and explore immediate environments Talk about personal experiences (e.g., birthdays, family 

(e.g., c l assroom, garden). events). 

Recognize si mi larit i es and d ifferences between 

themselves and others (e.g., fam i ly traditions, Recognise seasonal changes in nature. Explore concepts of "now" and "then" through stories 

cu ltu ral practices). and visual aids. 

Begin simple classification (e.g., plants, animals, 

Engage with books and resources representing weather). Understand that time passes in a sequential order (days 

diverse communities. of the week, times of the day). 

Conduct simple investigations (e.g., planting 

Discuss different occupations and comm u nity rol es seeds, observing minibeasts). Introduce key historical vocabulary: "old", "new", "past". 

(e.g., firefighter, doctor). 

Compare different environments (e.g., woodland Compare old and new objects. 

Name some countries. vs. urban). 

Use a simple timeline to sequence events in 

Compare different countries or environments usi ng Use basic scientific language (e.g., "grow", children's own lives e.g. birthdays, starting 

maps, stories, and pictures. "change", "alive"). school 

Parti c ipate in cultural celebrations (e.g., Chi nese Explore complex patterns and changes in nature Name some significant individuals from the past 

New Year). (e.g., life cycles). 

Make connections between historical events and their 

Descri be features of th ei r own environment and Discuss environmental care and sustai nabi l ity. impact today. 

compare with others g l o ba l ly. 

Use more advanced descriptive vocabulary (e.g., Learning about important events (e.g. celebrations, 

Understand and resp ect different beliefs and "habitat", "temperature", "seasonal"). traditions, festivals) 

customs. 

Ask simple questions such as What happens if...? 

Share their own stories of cultural experiences. 

Try things out through hands-on exploration 



History Subject Journey 

Autumn 

Yearl 

Toys through the decades 

Child re n are i ntroduced to history through the study of 

change withi n living memory, build i ng d i rectly on EYFS 

u nderstanding of past and present and si mple 

sequencing of events in their own lives. 

Pupils study toys from the 1960s to the e a rly 21st 

century, compar i ng these with toys they pl ay with 

today. They explore how materials, technology, safety, 

and popular culture have influenced change over time. 

Summer 

Year2 

How Did Nursing Change During the 19th and 20th 
Centuries? 

This unit builds on ea r l i er l ea rn i ng about sig n ificant 

individuals and in troduces children to Florence Nigh t i ngale, 

Mary Seacole, and Edi th Cavel l. Childre n compare nursing 

during the Cr i mean War (18505), World W a r I (1914-1918), 

and modern healthcare. This unit prepares pupils for KS2 

thematic stu d ies of m edicin e through time. 

Spring 

Yearl 

How has transport changed over time? 

Building on pupils' understanding of change within living memory, 

childre n extend their thinking further back in t im e to study 

tran s port from 200 years ago. 

They compare early steam-powered transport (c.1800-1850), the 

development of cars (late 19th-20th century), and modern air 

travel. Significant individ u a ls such as George Stephen so n, Kar l 

Benz, and the Wright brothers are in troduced to show how 

i nvent i ons d r i ve change. 

� 

Spring 

Year 2 

Why is Guy Fawkes remembered today? 

Building on Year 1 work on s ignificant events, childre n study the 

Gunpowder Plot of 1605 as an event beyond living memory, liking it to 

the era of the Great Fire of London. 

Pupils learn how historians use differe nt sources to find out about the 

past and explore why Guy Fawkes re m ai ns s ignificant today. This unit 

d eepens understanding of historical s i gnificance. 

� 

Summer 

Yearl 

What was the impact of The Great Fire of London 
on Britain? 

This unit builds on pupils' growing u nderstandi ng of 

ch ronology and historical change, movi ng beyond livi ng 

memory to a clearly defined histori ca l event almost 400 

years ago. Children explore the causes and consequences of 

the Great Fire of London and examine how it led to lasting 

changes in building m ater i a ls, town planning, and fire safety. 

They use diaries, paintings, and artefacts to learn how 

historians find out about the past. 

� 

Autumn 

Year 2 

How has Hull Fair changed over time? 

Bu ilding on Year 1 l ea rni ng about ch ange over time, pupils 

a pply these concepts to a l ocal history study. C h i l d re n 

explore how Hull Fair has changed since its begi nnin g to 

the present day. They use photographs, artefacts, and 

i nterviews to understand how h istorians find out about the 

past. 

This unit stre ngth ens understanding of continuity and 

change and pre p a res pupils for comparative historical 

studies. 



Autumn 

Year 3 

How Did Life in Britain Change from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age? 

(c.2,500,000 BCE-43 CE) 

Bui l d i n g on KS1 chronol ogica l understanding, pupils 

place the Stone Age, Bro n ze Age, and Iron Age on a 

tim e line. 

Th rough a deta iled study of Skara Brae, c h i l d ren 

explore housing, farm ing, tools, and daily life. This unit 

intr odu ces pre histo ry and the use of a rch aeolog i cal 

evide n ce. 

Summer 

Year4 

How has medicine changed from the Early 
Civilisations to the 21st century? 

Children study med i c i ne as a th e mati c journey through t i m e, 

explic i t ly revis iting and linking peri ods p rev iously studied. They 

begi n with ancient civilisat io ns building on Year 3 work on early 

soci eties, before revisiting Roman medicine and comparing it 

with Anglo-Sax on and Viking beliefs. Pu pils then explore 

Victorian m ed icin e, linking d irectly to Year 2 learning about 

F lore nce Nightin gal e and Mary S eacole, b efore examining the 

creatio n of the NHS and Medicin e Sans F ron t i ers . Throughout, 

children identify c o nti nuity and change, learning how ideas 

were passed on, challenged, and improved over t i m e . 

Spring 

Year 3 

What Did the Romans Do for Britain? 

(43-410 CE) 

Building on knowledge of pre history, ch ildre n study the 

Roman invasion and occupation of Br i ta i n, focusin g on 

le gacy. They explore long-term impacts such as roads, 

towns, and la w and learn the significance of Hadrian's 

Wall. Childre n evaluate pri mary and secondary sources 

and consider relia b ili ty and usefulness. 

Spring 

Year4 

How did the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons struggle 
over the kingdom of England? 

(c.793-1066 CE) 

Following on from the Anglo-Saxon unit, ch ildre n study 

the Viking i nvasio ns and the long struggle for control of 

E ngla nd. They examine raids, settlem ent in the Danelaw, 

and conflict between Viking and Angl o-Saxo n rulers, 

i n cluding Danegeld and the u nific at ion of Englan d . 

Children evaluate sources such as poems and artefacts 

for reliability. 

Summer 

Year3 

What did the Ancient Civilisations have in 
common? 

(c.3000 BCE) 

In this unit, children broaden their historica l 

understan ding by studying the earliest civilisations and 

i den tify i n g common featu res such as ear l y writing, trade, 

technology, and structures. Childre n com pare societies 

across tim e and place. They use timelines, artefacts, and 

written sources to make comparative judge m e nts and 

expla i n s im i l ar i ties and differences. 

� 

Autumn 

Year4 

Did the settlement by the Anglo-Saxons make 
Britain a better or worse place to live? 

(c.450-800 CE) 

Ch ild re n build directly on Year 3 lea rnin g about Roman 

Britain by ex p lorin g what changed after the Romans left. 

They exam i n e why the Anglo-Saxons, Scots, and Picts 

came to Britain. Using eviden c e such as Sutton Hoo and 

stories like Beowulf, children in vestiga te soci a l hierarchy 

and daily life. They also ex plore the spread of Christiani ty . 



Autumn 

Year 5 

What were the early achievements of the Shang 

dynasty? (c.1600-1046 BCE) 

Chi l d ren study the Shan g Dynasty as an early c ivi lisat ion. They 

learn how people lived, in clu d ing settlement near r i ve rs, so cial 

structure, and daily life. Childre n explore early writing through 

oracle bones and learn about religion and bronze tech nology. 

They use a rchaeol ogical evidence to understand how historians 

know about the Shang Dynasty. 

� 

Summer 

Year6 

How significant was William Wilberforce in 

abolishing the slave trade? 

(c.1787-1833) 

In this final local history topic, c h i ld ren study the a bolit i on of 

the transatlantic s lave trade, with a strong l ocal focus on 

William W ilb e rforce. They learn about the conditions of the 

slave trade and why abolition was res i sted. Children examine 

differe n t sou rces to judge relia b ility and significance. They 

explore the impact of abolition at the time and con s id er links 

to modern slavery today. 

Spring 

Year 5 

How did the Ancient Greeks influence the modern 

world? (800 BC to AD 600.) 

Child ren learn about Ancient Greece and place it on a t im e l ine 

a lo ngside other civilisations . They explore democracy, d a i ly life, 

and the Olympic Games. Chil d ren compare ancient G reek ideas 

with modern systems and consider which id e as are still 

important today. They use evidence to explain long-term 

influence. 

� 

Spring 

Year6 

To what extent was the Battle of Britain a turning 

point in WW2? 

(1939 - 1945) 

C h i l d ren study World War Il with a focus on the Battle of 

Britain. They explore the causes of the war, air raids, 

evacuation, and life on the home front. A local focus on Hull 

helps children understand how the war affected their 

community . Chi ldre n a n alyse a range of sou rces and decide 

whether the Battle of Britain was a turning point in the war. 

� 

Summer 

Year 5 

Why was the early Islamic civilisation so significant? 

(c.900 CE) 

In this unit, children study the early I s l a mic civilisation, focusing 

on Baghdad as a centre of learnin g . They ex p licit l y link back to 

Ancient Greece and the Shang Dynasty, exploring how 

knowledge and trade was preserved and developed. Pupils 

compare Baghdad and London c.900 CE, stren gth e n i ng 

comparative and chro nologi cal understanding. This unit 

h i gh l ig hts how ideas travel across time and place. 

Autumn 

Year 6 

How has crime and punishment changed through 

time? 

Children explo re how crime and punishment have changed 

from Roman ti m es to the present day. They compare Roman, 

Anglo-Saxon, and Viking laws before examining later changes 

in the Stuart and Victorian periods. Ch ildre n study m ode rn 

examples, such as cybercrime, to understan d how laws change 

in response to society. They use t imelines to identify c ontinuity 

and change across periods. 


